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PREFACE 

By Alan Large* 
 

I am honoured to be asked to write the Preface for this impressive and important publi-
cation. The articles which it contains take us on a journey from the 18th Century through 
to a future age of killer robots and autonomous weapons – although perhaps not so far 
in the future as we might wish.  Prepare for a historical voyage from France through 
India, Belgium, South Africa, Italy, Denmark and Brazil, with articles covering a wide 
range of topics, but all focussing on military justice. 

As the Introduction to this edition rightly observes, military justice is not simply of his-
torical interest. Whichever model of the wide range of military justice systems is in place, 
it needs to be able to support the operational effectiveness of the armed forces by main-
taining discipline through a fair, effective and efficient system of justice.  Unnecessary 
delays, repeated unwarranted legal challenges, backlogs in listing cases in court and sim-
ilar matters frustrate the very reason for having military justice and cause problems for 
victims, defendants, witnesses and commanders, all of whom have to endeavour to op-
erate professionally whilst a case progresses through the system. 

I was fortunate to be asked to speak at the first meeting of the International Military 
Justice Forum in Paris last year. The meeting gave me the chance to renew old friendships 
and meet new colleagues with a shared interest in military justice. The meeting also pro-
vided all who attend with an invaluable opportunity to discuss and share thoughts and 
to learn from the experience of each other. I like to think that military justice in the United 
Kingdom is, since its transformation in the Armed Forces Act 2006, in good shape. But 
there are always challenges to any system of justice, and as Judge Advocate General I 
need to able to listen and respond positively to constructive criticism, particularly if will 
result in improvement for those involved in the justice process.  Learning how others 
have tackled similar issues, be they historical or contemporary, assists all of us involved 
in administering military justice in providing the best support for our armed forces. I 
have no doubt that you, like myself, will learn something from every article in this pub-
lication and enjoy reading them too.  

I look forward to the continued success of the International Military Justice Forum and 
commend Professor Guyon and his colleagues for all they have achieved so far. 

 

 
* Judge Advocate General of the United Kingdom. 




